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Martin Kippenberger, Eotaupwpévoc Batpayog, kA texvikn, 100 x 100 30 cm, 2008



Anti-Christ or Artistic Angst: Pope and Catholic Activists Seeks
Removal of Kippenberger Art Piece of Crucified Frog

August 29, 2008 by jonathanturley

An art museum in Bolzano, Italy has refused demands from Catholics, including Pope Benedict XVI to take
down and no longer show “Zuerst die Fuesse” (“First the Feet”), an art piece by the late German artist Martin
Kippenberger showing a crucified frog. The frog’s eyes are shown popping out and his tongue sticking out. He
wears a loincloth and holds a mug of beer and an egg in its hands. The pope wrote a letter to Franz Pahl, the
president of the Trentino-Alto Adige region and an activist who has engaged in a hunger strike to bring down
the art piece. He quotes the letter from the Pope as saying that the artist “has offended the religious feelings of
many people who consider the cross a symbol of God’s love and of our redemption.” One can certainly see why
the 3-foot sculpture would be offensive to Catholics and other Christians, though supporters insist that it is not a
religious statement but an ironic self-portrait of the artist and his angst. The museum explained that “With
humor and a tragicomic sense, which belongs to art since the times of Greek tragedy, Kippenberger ... faces his
condition of suffering, which he expresses in many works, also, for example, in a video in which he crucifies
himself.”

(avacvpnke and http://jonathanturley.org/2008/08/29/pope-and-catholic-activists-seeks-removal-of-
Kippenberger-art-piece-of-crucified-frog/ 29/2/2015)
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ITPOI'PAMMA EBAOMAAAX

Hoapaockevn 6 MapTtiov 2015
9:00-14:00 Ocot emBopovy pmopovv va epyactodv oto Kevipikd omov Oa Ppiokopar yia tov Kvkhro.
16:00  Zvvdvtnon pe Tovg nl TTVYIW, VIOYPEMTIKA.

Xappato 7 Maptiov 2015
10:00 émg 12:30

2ovleon: O Biyidp war 10 iyvog (Bempntiki avdivon kat tomofétnon ocvvbeonc). OAokANpmon &yKoTaoTaong ¢
obvbeone, @épte G600 LAMKG UTOPEITE G VAIKO VOAcUATe, 1 YOAMO N emipivelec pe potifoa. Oa deilete TIC TPAOTEC
TPOCTAOELES.

11:30-12:00

Avayvopion S1QpoveLDY

Dépte oto pdbnpo 10 drapdveleg amd d1apopeg TEPLOdOVG TEXVNG 0TOV 1610 TpOTO TPoPoinc mapovcioong (power point)
Kot O10TaénN TOL £XOVILE TPOAYLOTOTOMGEL UEYPL TOPOL.

Oa &yete npmta Tig 10 dapdveieg Kot 610 TéA0C Tovg 10 TitAovg.

TovAdyiotov 2 amd avtég vo givar eMAnvikn téxvn uetd to 1830 kot TovAdyiotov 1 dopdvela amd pn evpOTOIKO
TOAMTIGULO.

12:30-14:30

Ot opddeg ekBéoemv mapovstdlovy TV TPOETOYAGio TOv £Y0VV KAVEL Kal TN dlepyacia wov £xovv akoilovdnoel. Metd
oamd ocvvevvonon pe m Ztéyn Potéyvov Kol Tov K. Zoypdeo 1 TtpdTy mtepiodog Ba civor Terdptn 18 Maptiov
(eykaivia) ko éo¢ Tpitn 24 Maptiov olokAnpwor). Evyapiotooue ) Ztéyn OrAotéyvov yia TNV vIostipien mg.

To andyevpa tov ZafPdrov cuvavid tovg 3oeteig

MAPAKAAQ H AAAHAOT'PA®IA ITOY A®OPA TO 1° EPTAXTHPIO NA AITIOXTEAAETAI XTHN:
firstpaintingworkshop@uowm.gr



